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[ STATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
West Virginia ‘ : ‘Ohio Wheeling
HISTORIC NAME QF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME} _ HABS NQ.
U. S. Custom House WvV-53

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

Independence Hall
COMPLETE ADDRESS (DE‘SCRIBE LOCAT/ON FOR RURAL SITES)

Northeast corner c;f Market and léth Streets
DATE QF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECTI(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE])

1855 A. B, Young

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE]

Originally built to house a custom house, post office and federal court, the building beca
well known as the capitol for the government of Virginia loyal to the Union during the
Civil War. The constitution for the new state of West Virginia was drawn up there in 1863.

STYLE ({F APPROPRIATE)

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS]

andstone .
Q(A PE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
3~-story; 5-bay front

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE ({DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)

See photocopies of architect's measured drawings.

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

In 1870, the roof was steepened and there were minor interior changes, under the direction
of Alfred Bult Mullett. An exterior elevator shaft and stairs were added 1889-1890. In
1912-13 a 3-story addition and small Greek-style portico were added. Scumetime CONTINUED

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

URCES OF INFORMATION (/NCLUDING LiSTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE AEGISTERS, £TC.)
WW.isted on National Register of Historic Places {Information above taken from nomination)

COMPILER, AFFILIATION

Druscilla J. Null, HABRS 7/27/83




U. S. CUSTOM HOUSE
(INDEPENDENCE HALL)
HABS No. WV-53 (PAGE 2)
Architectural Data Form

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES (Continued)

shortly thereafter a fourth story was added. As part of a renovation
program, beginning 1969-70, the 3-story additiom, the fourth floor, and the
portico were removed.




